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September 2021

Letter from your Principals:

Mrs. Kelch and Mrs. Hazeltine

Welcome back, cougar leaders! This year we are focusing on being positive in 
all that we do. We want ALL cougar leaders spreading positivity, passion and 
purpose the KES Cougar Way! We are excited to welcome many new faces to our 
school family. We are so glad to have you! #cougarpride

We will continue to focus on our school wide expectations– Always Proud to 
LEAD. The LEAD acronym means to Lead by example, Earn respect and respect 
others, Act responsibility, and Do your best! Many students are doing an exemplary 
job leading around campus. We could not be more proud of our cougar leaders! 
#cougarpride

The start of our school year has been PAWsitively AWESOME! It is so good 
seeing our students learning, leading and laughing! #theKEScougarway

Students and staff are doing a great job adhering to our district’s health and 
wellness protocols. Our staff and student’s safety is our first priority. We continue 
to encourage hand washing and sanitizing. Masks are not required this year, but are 
welcomed on campus. Please make sure to self assess before coming to school. We 
want only healthy cougars on campus.

Parent and guardian communication and collaboration is vital. We want to stay 
connected with all families. We value the partnership you create with your child’s 
teacher. We appreciate how dedicated and supportive you are in your child’s 
education. Your child has a planner that will go home daily for 
teacher/parent communication. Below you will see a tree map on how we will be 
communicating this year. We encourage everyone to stay connected with us.

This year our goal is: Kingsway Elementary will utilize data, professional, 
development, rigorous instructional plans, positive behavior supports, and social 
emotional character building in order to establish a safe learning environment 
where students excel academically and are prepared for the future. Our staff and 
students are doing a great job working hard to meet our goal. 

A few reminders… every Friday is spirit Friday. We ask that students wear a 
KES shirt. We have updated our handbook for the 21-22 school year. It is located on 
our website. We will continue highlighting the action for happiness calendar. We hope 
you will join us on the monthly challenge. See below for September’s.

As always, thank you for your continued support. We appreciate YOU!



Important dates and 
Action calendar 

➢ 9/6 Labor Day- No school

➢ 9/7-9/17 Book Fair

➢ 9/8 Grand Opening for FRE

➢ 9/11 Remembrance Day

➢ 9/12 Grandparents Day

➢ 9/16 Tropical Smoothie Spirit Night

➢ 9/17 Constitution Day

➢ 9/20 Fundraiser Begins

➢ 9/21 PTO and SAC Meeting 



Stay Connected 
with 

Kingsway 



Our Vision on a mission 
To reach 

student success

We will provide a safe, 
student-centered

environment that 
empowers 

students to become 
responsible,

life long learners. 

#Pawsitivelycontagious



Kindergarten

My name is Jillian Renicks
and I am a Kindergarten 
teacher. I am originally from 
Gainesville, Florida. (Go 
Gators) I love being outside 
and traveling to new place. I 
have a bachelor's degree in 
Elementary Education.
Previously, I taught two years 
of Kindergarten and 2 years 
of 3rd grade. It is my first 
year at Kingsway Elementary 
and I have quickly become a 
PROUD Cougar.

Hello! My name is Missy 
Booher and I am a kindergarten 
teacher this year! I am excited 
to announce this is my first full 
year as a teacher. I am from 
Canton, Ohio and just recently 
moved to the area. I graduated 
from Kent State University in 
December 2020 and went on to 
teach 5th grade in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. In my free time, 
I enjoy running and doing 
anything outside. This is my first 
year at Kingsway and I am so 
excited to be a part of the 
Cougar family. I have loved 
getting to know my students so 
far and can't wait for the rest of 
the year!

Our kindergarten classes are off to a great start this school 
year!  We have read many stories about coming to school. We even 
read about a Monster that came to school. We made a list of rules 
to help teach the monster how to get along with others in class.

We have created Thinking Maps about numbers , letters, 
science and school tools, and retelling stories.  Most of our time 
has been spent making new friends, learning the rules and routines 
of the class and the school. Learning our pin numbers and log in 
numbers. Becoming strong listeners and learning about 
transitioning in the classroom.

Kindergarten 
rocks! 

Meet some of our New Kingsway Teachers



The first grade team is geared up and excited for an 
amazing school year here at Kingsway! The start to our school 
year was a success, and our students are working hard and 
learning new things already in first grade! We are currently in 
the process of completing our beginning-of-year assessments, 
which will give our teachers a specific profile of your child’s 
individual academic needs! Speaking of our terrific teachers, 
please read below to meet the first grade team!

Marianne Martin: My name is Marianne Martin, and I moved here 
from RI in 1998. I taught at Peace River for 18 years and have 
been teaching here at Kingsway since 2016, except for last year 
when I was a Charlotte Virtual School teacher. It’s great to be 
back with my Kingsway Family!

Sonia Burton: I am Sonya Burton and I’m beginning my 35th year 
of teaching elementary students, most of those in 
Kindergarten. I have taught in Ohio, and my home state of 
Tennessee, but feel blessed to live in Florida. I am happy to be 
able to call Kingsway my home since the school opened in 
1998! It is a privilege to work with your children and I look 
forward to a wonderful school year!

Alexis Parsley: I am Alexis Parsley and this is my second year 
teaching at Kingsway Elementary School. I was born and raised 
in Florida and recently made Port Charlotte my “home.” I 
absolutely LOVE teaching first grade! I look forward to an 
amazing and exciting school year!

1st grade



Nicole Rindahl: My name is Nicole Rindahl. Although I love 
Florida, I am a native Minnesotan. I have worked with 
children ages birth to twelve for over thirty years in some 
capacity or another. I previously taught Kindergarten on the 
Grand Portage reservation in the Cook County School district 
in MN and I was a long term substitute for the Sarasota 
County School District last year. I am very excited to be 
working with your children this year at Kingsway!

Lynne Snyder: My name is Lynne Snyder and I moved to 
Boynton Beach, Florida from Michigan in 2002. I am new to 
the area, as we just moved to a new home in Punta Gorda on 
Sunday! Like Nicole, I have worked with children from birth 
through grade six for over 30 years. I have really enjoyed 
the beginning of the school year at Kingsway with my new 
colleagues and students!

Jennifer Mainelli: My name is Jennifer Mainelli, and I am the 
K-5 Academic Coach and the Instructional Leader for the 
Grade 1 Team! I am new to Kingsway this year, as I just 
recently moved down from RI! I have been in education for 
over 14 years, and I am so excited to join the Charlotte 
County community, the Kingsway family, and the Grade 1 
Team! I look forward to working with you and your child this 
year!



2nd grade
Hello second grade families! We are so excited to start 

a new school year. Thank you for the supplies sent in and 
all your support. We are working hard on learning our 
school and classroom expectations for this year. 

In reading we are working on establishing routines, 
reviewing phonics and responding to stories with writing. 
We are also practicing good handwriting and how to write 
in complete sentences. In math we are practicing place 
value and strategies to solve addition problems. In social 
studies we are reading about and discussing rules, 
responsibilities, and being a good citizen. In science, we 
are learning about rocks, soil and weather. 

Please check your child’s binder and planner daily, as 
well as their LiveSchool account to see the good choices 
being made as well as areas that need to be improved. 
Also, please work with your child at home on tying shoes. 
Reading for 20 minutes each day as well as practicing 
math facts is a wonderful way to help support your child’s 
learning at home. 

Please look for Remind messages from your child’s 
teacher with important information and reminders. We are 
looking forward to a wonderful year!

The 2nd grade Team!



3rd grade
Hello 3rd grade families!

The 3rd grade team would like to thank you all for your 
support, patience, and understanding as we have embarked on the 
beginning of the year. We are incredibly proud of our students 
for adjusting to the beginning of the year class/school 
expectations, and we are all looking forward to an amazing year 
with our classes! 

So far, students have learned the routines of our new 
reading curriculum, Benchmark Universe, and will soon be diving 
in to daily reading center rotations. In math, students have 
reviewed how to write 3-digit numbers in different ways, and 
how to use place value strategies to add 3-digit numbers. We will 
be moving in to subtracting 3-digit numbers next! In Social 
Studies, students have been learning the difference between a 
primary and secondary source, and how to use their reading 
strategies to explore an informational text. In science, students 
have reviewed the scientific method, science tools, and are now 
we are deep into our unit on Matter.

Please encourage your child to read at least 20 minutes 
nightly, and complete the homework their teacher assigns them. 
Your child’s individual teacher will be contacting you regarding 
homework, grades, and Canvas implementation in the case of 
prolonged absences!

We thank you for your support and look forward 
to a PAWsome year together! 😉

Proud to Lead,
Ms. Mentzer, Mrs, Hurley, Mr. Green, and Ms. Joiner



4th grade
We are so happy to welcome our new group of fourth graders! The 

beginning of the school year is so busy as we learn new routines and 
expectations. It takes a few weeks for everyone to adjust to their new 
classroom environment, but we are so happy to see our students’ 
smiling faces every day.
We are now busy working on acquiring new skills and knowledge in 
every subject. In math, our fourth graders have been working on place 
value, comparing numbers, and rounding. It is so important that our 
students take a few minutes every day to practice the multiplication 
facts! Once we start multiplying large numbers, it is imperative that 
the students already have the facts memorized.

Plants are the focus of our first science unit of the year. Students 
are learning about the parts of plants and how plants 
reproduce. Watching bean seeds germinate and grow has been exciting 
for the students!

Florida is the focus of 4th grade Social Studies. We began the 
year with a geography unit and map skills, helping the students to learn 
Florida’s place in the world before they learn about the history of our 
state.

In ELA, we have been focusing on learning the procedures for our 
new Benchmark series. Being an active listener and a productive group 
member are some skills we began with. Students have also been learning 
about author’s purpose, responding to literature, and writing for 
different purposes. All students should have an AR book that they are 
reading daily.

Parents, please continue reading with your child every 
day. Fourth graders are not too old to be read to. Also, please provide 
them with some quiet time to read independently every day as 
well. They should be reading for 30 minutes a day at home.

Thank you for your support!

Your Fourth Grade Teachers

Mrs. Goldner, Ms. Kevins, Ms. Scully, and Mrs. Spelman



5th grade
We have had an awesome first few weeks of school! We are so glad 

to be back in the classroom with such amazing students. Although we are 
still adjusting to the new school year, we have accomplished so much 
already!

In math we reviewed double-digit multiplication, area, and 
perimeter. We reminded ourselves of what it means to find the area and 
perimeter and practiced our formulas. Double-digit multiplication can 
be tricky but we knocked it out of the park. We reminded ourselves of 
what steps we need to take and had to familiarize ourselves with our 
basic multiplication facts. Then, we introduced finding the volume of a 
3-dimensional figure. We discussed the difference between a 2-
dimensional figure and a 3-dimensional figure and what exactly the term 
volume means. Moving forward, we will continue to refine the skill of 
finding the volume.

In ELA we are adjusting to our new Benchmark curriculum. We are 
learning the different routines and procedures put into place with this 
curriculum. We have reviewed some of our 4th grade skills including 
finding the Author’s Purpose, reminding ourselves of writing 
mechanics, and reminding ourselves of what steps we need to take to 
develop a good piece of writing. Moving forward, we are excited to dive 
in and put our routines and procedures into action.

In social studies we have talked about Geography. We discussed 
various types of maps and their features. We have reviewed the 
continents and major oceans. We have discussed how mapmaking has 
changed over the years and how historic mapmakers have helped us to 
get where we are today.

In science we started our discussion on properties of matter. We 
reminded ourselves of the 3 states of matter and took these topics 
further to discuss atoms, particles, molecules, and the atomic theory. 
We will continue to expand and investigate the properties of matter.

We had a very successful start to the 2021-2022 school year and 
are looking forward to the rest of the year!

Warm Regards,
The 5th Grade Team
Ms. Litman, Ms. Murphy, Mrs. Umbras, Mrs. McKnight



CD
The CD Team is so happy to welcome our 
students and their families back to school 
for the 2021-2022 school year! Students 
are getting to know each other and their 
teachers and are reuniting with old friends 
as well. We are looking forward to 
continuing to build relationships 
throughout the year. We have started the 
year out by learning and progressing 
through daily routines and completing 
beginning-of-year assessments. Please ask 
your child about their learning and try to 
read with your child every night. It’s going 
to be a PAWsome year!



Art
Welcome to Art! I am Mrs. Socci, your child’s new Art teacher. I am super
excited to help your students learn all about the wonders and joys of
creation! My mission is to inspire a love of learning, exploration, and
problem solving through the hands-on nature of art. I also hope to help
students build resilience and a sense of community through shared
positive experiences. This month in art students are learning all about
the element of Line. Our first project is a school wide project in which
students will use the wax resist technique with watercolor paints in order
to create a work of art that is personal as well as global. Students are
also using the Describing Map to explore positive adjectives that they
can use to describe themselves and their school community. Please look
for these pieces to be displayed in the coming weeks in the lobby of our
school!

*5th Grade Students and Parents*
TAG ART IS COMING! Tag Art is a community-wide fundraiser that is 
sponsored every year by the Charlotte County Tax Collector. You will be 
able to purchase your child’s artwork as a vanity license plate! Please be 
sure to check your child’s backpack for more information on this 
opportunity to support our art program right here at Kingsway! The 
funds we raise will go right back to support more great art projects for 
your child

P.E.
Welcome back to PE class, Kingsway Cougars! This year students will
focus on improving their physical and health literacy through fun games
and activities. For the month of August, students will learn about PE
rules and practicing routines so each student understands how class will
operate throughout the year. When students enter PE class, they will
participate in a warm-up and health lesson, learn the rules of a game or
activity, and then PLAY! Make sure your child comes to school with
appropriate clothes and shoes for outside PE class. We have a water
fountain outside, but students may bring their own water bottle. Looking
forward to a great school year!
– Coach McCarthy



STEM
STEM Lab is bustling with science enthusiasm!  

Students spent the first week of school learning 
the rules and procedures of my classroom.  We also 
discussed strategies for working with a partner 
and small group.  The students applied these 
strategies to build their towers.  We have a super 
creative group of Cougars! 

Kindergarten and some first and second graders practiced 
classifying objects by their properties.  You can practice this skill at 
home by having your child classify objects by color, texture, and shape!  
If they find other ways to classify, send me a picture!

Kingsway Cougars will participate in the Moment of Science soon 
too!   The Moment of Science is a daily video on morning announcements 
focusing on some of our science inquiry words.  You can find the practice 
presentation I created for the students in my Canvas Course.  A great 
conversation starter after school would be to ask your child what they 
wrote in their journal.  

You can also encourage your child to practice these words at home.  
If you’re enjoying some time outdoors, you can ask your child what they 
observe (with their eyes and ears).  Encourage them to use the word in a 
sentence when they reply to you.  You can visit my website for more 
information:  https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/domain/3193
If you need help accessing Canvas, please reach out to me on Remind.  Or 

you can email me at: Nicole.Clark@yourcharlotteschools.net

Have an awesome school year and stay safe!

Scientifically yours,

Ms. Clark

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/domain/3193
mailto:Nicole.Clark@yourcharlotteschools.net


Music
WELCOME BACK!

SO great to see all of these happy, smiling faces back at 
KES this fall! We’re rocking all the new technology in the Music 
Lab and getting used to the daily routine.

Parents, I wanted to make sure that you were aware that 
your child’s music lessons are available anytime through Quaver. 
They can do all of the creative or practice activities (and play 
the games or work on their avatar) from any web-enabled 
device. (If it has a browser, it will work!)
1. Log in to Classlink
2. Find the Quaver icon
3. From the Student Dashboard there are almost limitless!

If COVID permits, we will get back to Chorus for 4th and 
5th grade students. Watch your REMIND feed for more info 
coming soon! Now, go listen to some music!
Mr. Jordan

Media
During media, students hear read alouds and engage in a variety 
of activities. The students in grades 3rd – 5th have learned about 
the Sunshine State books and are enjoying some nonfiction books. 
Students in Kindergarten through 2nd grade have listened to a 
multitude of storybooks, sang songs, and played with literature 
based story toys. While in media students also self-select books 
for their own reading pleasure. Ms. K sure 
enjoys having the Kingsway Cougars in the 
library! Ms. K.



ESE
It has been a great start to the school year. The 

students are settling in nicely. We are reviewing routines 
for a successful year. We are finishing up academic 
diagnostics and building relationships with peers.

In Kinder math the students are learning what it 
means to count and developing strategies for keeping track 
of objects, writing numbers 1-10. In Kinder ELA the students 
are learning about main characters, how to identify 
information on book covers, and compare/contrast poems 
and stories.

In 2nd through 4th Grade, we are learning how to use 
our new programs and learning our new classroom rotations 
for reading and math. The students are adjusting to their 
new classrooms well.

In 5th grade ELA, we are making connections, 
learning about persuasive writing, and active listening. In 
5th grade Math, we are learning about volume and 2 digits 
by 2 digits multiplication.
Strategies

A great new optional tool for reading and math 
strategy is using a Pop It. A Pop can be used at home to 
practice spelling words, decoding sight words and unfamiliar 
words. A Pop It can also be used to add and subtract basic 
facts.

A great strategy for Close Reading is Annotating the 
text. The steps to annotate are to underline concepts that 
the student thinks are important, circle unfamiliar terms or 
phrases, box information that you might think helpful, write 
notes on the left margin, and write questions and the 
answers in the right margin.

Cubes is a math strategy that helps students solve 
word problems. The C stands for circle the number. The U 
stands for underline the question; The B stands for box the 
keywords. The E stands for eliminating what you do not need 
and S stands for select your thinking pattern and solve.



THE COUNSELOR’S CHAIR
To all Cougar parents, a big welcome to the 21-22 school year!

My name is Mrs. Sheila Turner and I am the school 
counselor here at Kingsway. My purpose is to assist students 
with any academic, social, or emotional issues that might hinder 
their learning. I am one-third of our School Mental Health team 
that also includes Ms. Aubrey Simons, school psychologist and 
Mrs. Sandi Currier, school social worker. We collaborate in 
order to ensure that each child receives the best possible 
services.

I am the chairperson of the 504 committee in charge of 
coordinating accommodations for students with disabilities who 
need a little extra support. I am also the coordinator of the 
MTSS (Multi-Tiered System of Supports) program and the 
English Language Learners program.

My primary goal is to be a person others trust – I do my 
best to convey positive acceptance to all students, staff, and 
parents. I hope to provide answers to your difficult questions.
You can reach me by phone at 941-255-7590 x 3616 or by email 
at sheila.turner@yourcharlotteschools.net.

I have many useful resources to share with teachers and 
parents. If you are interested in outside counseling services, 
ideas for handling a challenging behavior, or just wish to 
inform me of any issue your child might be struggling with, I 
am here at Kingsway Monday through Friday from 7:40 am to 
3:40 pm.

I really love talking to parents and getting to know you. Please 
don’t hesitate to make contact!

Mrs. Turner M.S.Ed



LiveSchool
Liveschool is our schoolwide behavior program that 

helps support positive behaviors at our school.  At Kingsway, 
our students follow our L.E.A.D. and CHAMPS expectations.  Our 
Liveschool platform reflects these expectations.  Students can 
earn both merits (positive points) or demerits (negative 
points).  Students work hard earning their merits every day!  

Each month, we have Friday Frenzy where students can 
spend their points on schoolwide rewards!  It is so important 
that we celebrate our students success. Students will also be 
able to spend their points for classroom rewards as well as 
spot light spending in the classroom.  

Also, teachers and parents can comment on those 
rewards.  Your child’s teacher has information about linking 
accounts to help keep you connected so that you can see the 
points they have earned and any teacher comments.  



Family Reading Experience
“FRE is the place to BE” 

GRAND OPENING ANNOUNCEMENT
FRE is excited to announce the Grand 

Opening "Principals and Pastries“ 

celebration!
We will celebrate our "Principals and Pastries" at all three Grand opening 

dates below from 7:30-8:30

* Monday September 20th for Kinder and 5th grade families.

* Wednesday September 22nd for 1st and 4th grade families.

* Friday September 24th for 2nd and 3rd grade families.

***If you have students in grades that are not on the same day, please come 

the day that is most convenient.

Enjoy this opportunity to meet your Principals and have a tasty 

pastry. You and your students will have the chance to visit the FRE room 

and check out 3 books and get a FREE "KEEPER BOOK" in addition to 

entering the weekly drawings.  Please check in the office then go upstairs 

to FRE room 237.

This year, going forward, to minimize the number of families on campus we 

will be open on the assigned grade level days.

Each week from 7:30-8:30 
• Monday- Kindergarten and 5th

• Wednesday- 1st and 4th

• Friday- 2nd and 3rd

*If you are unable to attend in the morning, please come in at 3:10-3:40. 

Please send a note in with your child for dismissal purposes stating they are 

attending FRE. Parents sign in the office then meet your child in FRE).



Featured STAFF
We are thrilled 
to introduce 
our new SRO, 
Officer Guerin, 
to our 
Kingsway 
Family! She will 
be  on campus 
to help keep us 
safe. You will 
see her 
throughout the
school day at arrival, lunch, in the 
hallways, and at dismissal.  We are proud 
to have Officer Guerin at Kingsway.



Special Featured 
Thinking Map 

This month, our featured Thinking Map is a 
Circle Map.  Our Kingsway Cougars use circle 
maps all the time at school!  This map is great 
learning tool because it can be used in so many 
ways.  We can use this map for creating number 
sentences, brainstorming about a topic, and 
many more! It is so important for students to be 
able to organize their thoughts to activate their 
thought process.  See the image below for more 
ideas and ways you can use a Circle Map at home.  



FORTIFYFL
FortifyFL is a suspicious activity reporting tool that allows 
individuals to submit tips concerning unsafe, potentially harmful, 
dangerous, violent, or criminal activities and threats. Any 
suspicious activity or threat shall be promptly reported to one of 
the following individuals, agencies, or reporting tools:
• School Resource officer or local law enforcement agencies.
• School Admisntrator or any available staff member
• The ForifyFL Reporting APP or to the Crimestoppers Tipline

(1-800-780-TIPS).
• Contacting the Supervise of District Security and Emergency 

Management at 941-255-0808

REMIND
Cougar Families,
Please do not forget about our Remind App.  This free service let 
Kingsway Elementary send quick one-way messages via test to 
your cell phone.  We can stay in touch while keeping your 
personal contact information private.  We use this app to 
communicate many things like spirit nights, event reminders, and 
even things like rainy day dismissal notifications.  

SAC & PTO
Meeting Schedule:
Sept. 21st at 6:00 in the Media Center

*Come join us to learn about KES*
Why?  The more parents are involved 
in school, the more informed they will 
become.  Parent involvement is 
directly linked to student success.  



School Webpage
http://www.yourcharlotteschools.net
Kingway Elementary School

KINGSWAY ELEMENTARY 
23300 Quasar Blvd.
Port Charlotte, FL  
Phone: (941) 255-7590
Fax:     (941) 255-7591

Proud to Lead

The mission of Kingsway Elementary School 
is to provide a safe, student-centered learning 

environment that empowers students to 
become responsible, lifelong learners. 

Kristina Kelch
Principal

Melody Hazeltine
Assistant Principal

Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/Kingsway
ElementarySchool        


